Our Future Newsletter June

Words from the editors.

At the begining of this month we asked you to write something for the Our Futur Newsletter. We came up with the idea of a newsletter in the follow up, because we thought it would be something that could hold us together. You can’t easly stay in contact with every one, but a newsletter keeps you in touch of what’s happening with the network. Unfortunately not much people reacted on this request. Maybe it’s because you think you’ve to write about what you did for the network, like a studievisit, but that’s not the idea of this newsletter. Of course we want to inform you all about what we’re doing, but we’re also interested in you as a person. If you want to write, but you don’t know what to write, just write down what you’re thinking about and we can get to know eachother better.

Studyvisit the Netherlands.

It started most unexpectedly and before I realized what’s happening we were already in the plain! Five Serbs, five Albanians from Kosovo and five Dutch people together with five more leaders and alumnus in Bunnik for a week of great fun, many interesting stuff to learn and institutions to see.

It was a little bit strange in the beginning but in the end there were only hugs and kisses and the promise that we will see each other again!

The European Union institutions were great to see. We had a very good reception in the EU Commission, EU Parliament, EU Council and ICTY. They told us something about the institutions, about their goals and what politicians actually do. We were also glad to hear that our two regions (Kosovo and Serbia) have a real chance to enter the European Union one day if we give our best (or maybe more than that!). Very interesting for me were the debates with each other and the ideas that came from it. I was so happy to find out that there are many young people like me who are interested in doing something useful for themselves and society in general and achieving some very human goals.

I think that the best thing that happened in this study visit was the contact between youngsters from different cultures, countries, religions etc. who were trying to find anything that they have in common and not to discuss only about all kind of differences.

Young people are all the same, wherever they live or whatever they do. Each and every one of them only wants to make hers or his day better so this was a great way to do that and we can all try harder and do everything that’s in our power to continue this wonderful project. 

By: Aleksandra (Serbia)

Loesje camp Kosova

At the 6th of May there was a Loesje camp in Brezovicha (Kosova). People from Kosova, the Netherlands and Serbia took part in this loesje camp. You probally wonder what we did! For the people who don’t know Loesje first a short explaination. Loesje is an international girl, originally from the Netherlands, with friends and connections all over the world. Her friends and she want people to get active, think and react on everything that happens around us. They believe that everyone has something to say about the world we live in. They spread their ideas and thoughts through posters, signed by the name; Loesje. Anyone is free to join in and help them in their work! The participants of the Loesje project also made these posters. We had over 3 workshops in creative thinking by members of Loesje Serbia and the Netherlands. Our goal was to make 8 slogans we could print on flyers and hand out in Pristina. The workshops where also very funny. To practise with creative thinking we needed to write a love letter which included three words. Imagine you write a love letter to George Bush with the words bikini, bike and sex included. At the end of the Loesje camp we needed to decided which posters we wanted to be printed. The posters to be printed needed to be about the problems youth deal with in Kosova. Deciding was a tough job. Not every one agreed with each other, and there where so much good slogans. After 2 hours we made a decision. Now you’re probally curious which slogans we have chosen? Well; do you need politicians to confirm your identity, you happy make me happy, do you lock yourself in or do you lock yourself out, there’s a whole world outside the EU, my grandma still thinks theathericall plays are forbidden by the governement, theaching it’s not just about speaking, sexual education: why don’t they teach us what feels good? And love me and you’ll feel drugged for ever. By: Meldy (the Netherlands)


Poster news: we got the posters and they are already printed... we decided to spread one slogan in a week.. so the first week was the week of "do you need politicans to confirm your identity"  and this week is "you happy can make me happy"... we decided to go in a happy way this week... Donika (Kosova)

Sokols thoughts.
Varying accounts of sameness 

Everyone’s day lasts 24 hours, half of which, normally, goes to finishing things that pertain to the so called daily routine. This daily routine maybe school. You do it to get yourself pushed towards accomplishing your life goals. The other half of the day, normally, is spent with stuff that do not necessarily have to do with your long-term goals! This means that it’s up to every individual to decide. However, here comes the question whether we people really do what we want during a time which is our own. The world is filled with things you would get tired of doing but the problem is that you have to live in a certain part of the world in order to embrace everything this world has to offer. Unfortunately, not everyone is able to live in that certain part of the world. 

I have a problem with spending my other half of the day. Actually, I feel like I need to relieve myself of the killing boredom that I suffered during the first half of the day, which was school. All I can get after school is get even more bored. It’s nothing of my interest. Many think that life is how you make it yourself but I adamantly oppose this idea. I agree that everyone is responsible for their own life but we should not put aside the circumstances which are imposed to all of us. The best example of this is my country. Here in Kosovo, everyone leads a life that barely stands out from that of the others. You have school or work but after that, all what you are able to do is what you have around. The problem that bothers me in this case is the lack of open forms of getting yourself involved in what YOU, personally, want to do for the moment and not being forced to do what you’d rather not do. I am bored of having coffees twice a day and finding myself in the middle of the same crowd I have been seeing all the week long. The other choice is get back home and follow your parents’ instructions in finishing up house chores. This is very distracting. But why don’t you work something? There’re no jobs out there, 70% of the population is jobless. Half of this percentage is made of young people who wander around the city to have a coffee and stare at some of the chicks (ok, and guys) passing by. You can very easily hang out for months and still be left “empty-handed”. Another problem is the rotten mentality. Even having sex, something so private and intimate, is restricted by norms of this rotten mentality. The girl says no to you even though she likes you. What for? Her parents told her she’s too young for that. Or she might get wrongly labeled as an immoral girl. How old is she? 17-18. 

What I tried to point out here is that the world is so unequally exposed to different things. You can find plenty of something out there but down here there’s a desperate need for it. In countries like Kosovo, which, unfortunately, are numerous, youth is never given the opportunity to exhaust all the potential they have which later would help not only young people but the whole country to have a better position in the world. By Sokol (Kosova)

Check this out!!!

By incident we found this on the web. It’s a one minut movie made by Sokol Ferizi (Kosova). It’s in the European theme, so check it out. If you have also something made by one of the participants or something interesting please send it to the editors and we can put it under check this out!!!

http://www.theoneminutesjr.org/mmmcms/public/index.php?thissection_id=10&movie_id=285
How about the follow-up projects??? 
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 penpall service

Always wondered how life would be like in the Netherlands, Kosovo or Serbia???
Girl from Kosovo: ‘’I did not know anything about Serbia and it’s so close to Kosovo. I only knew the things I saw on television. Now I’ve a penpall from Serbia I can directly communicate with. It’s so great’’!!!
Get yourself a penpall from the Kosovo, Netherlands or Serbia!!!
What to do???
write your:

· name

· age
· hobbys
· homeadress
· e-mailadress
· in wich country you would like to have a pennpall
to: youmakemehappypenpallservice@hotmail.com 

and we will try to find a suitable penpall for you!!!
Do you’ve suggestions about this advertisement? If you like it please send the attachment with the advertisement (not the newsletter) to all your friends!!! 

Events
· 26th of May debat with IKV about the Europian constitution. Where? Louis Hartloper complex Utrecht (the Netherlands). What time? 20.00 houre

The next digital newsletter will be dilivered at the end of June. If you know there’s going to be a great event or maybe you’ve something to tell please etc. write to: 

Pingejansen@gmail.com or Meldy_Ypelaar@hotmail.com. 
Our Futur Network is a project by:
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